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Inspiring people - Improving places




5 Point Manifesto for Growth
1. Invest in the people who facilitate growth
Economic development and regeneration professionals from local authorities and other public sector bodies are needed now more than ever before.  The need for cutbacks in public spending is understood, but becomes a false economy where this threatens to slow the pace of recovery. 

2. Invest in the places where growth is being held back
Potential to generate growth exists across both the country and a wide variety of business sectors.  There is a clear role for government to ensure that a lack of finance and guidance is neither holding back the creation of new businesses nor the expansion of existing businesses.  

3. Invest in the places where growth can change lives
The ending of the New Deal for Communities Programme and Working Neighbourhoods Fund will have dire consequences for local areas that benefit last during periods of economic recovery and suffer first during periods of economic decline.  Without continued investment in these neighbourhoods, the progress they have made over recent years will slide into reverse.

4. Ensure resources are in place to fuel growth
The introduction of a statutory duty on upper tier local authorities to produce a Local Economic Assessment is welcome, but a means by which threats and opportunities highlighted through this process will be addressed must also be established.  Reinstating money earmarked for economic development that has been reallocated for other activities, including Local Authority Business Growth Incentives, Local Enterprise Growth Initiative and Regional Development Agency budgets would be a start.

5. Develop a strategy for sustainable growth 
There is a need to embed economic, environmental and social sustainability within the growth agenda.  This will require more support to exploit opportunities afforded by ‘green’ technologies, public procurement systems that work for rather than against businesses rooted in local communities (including social enterprises) and ensuring that people from all communities can participate in and contribute towards the generation of economic growth.
