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Thank you to the members who attended the above meeting. It was an excellent turnout, and members felt that the opportunity to meet those involved in regeneration in a Midlands town and see first hand what they have achieved was most worthwhile. 

In presentations by Tim Johnson, and Andrew Rumble from Walsall Council members heard that the approach that has led to success has been; 

1. Create the conditions for growth

2. Provide for focused physical regeneration

3. Ensure customer responsive services

4. Tackle worklessness and improve skills   

We visited three major development projects, Walsall’s waterfront, the new Manor Hospital and the impressive Walsall College. We heard of Walsall’s Economic Regeneration Partnership (PoWER) and its achievements in new business formation and business support, and the ‘Think Walsall’ strategy to boost local employment and economic activity. 

We also looked ahead to the future different role of the public sector, the reduction in public spending and the formation of Local Enterprise Partnerships.     
NEW BRANCH COMMITTEE

Notice in the last newsletter asked for nominations for branch officers and committee members.  The following seven committee members were elected unopposed; 

Michael Byrne  (Chairman) 

Jon Phipps

Aftab Khan

Andrew Berry

Kim Graham
Connolly Meagher 

Rob Weaver

The role of the committee is to support and supervise the activity of the branch. In their governance role, any committee member can call a branch meeting for any purpose within the business of the IED.  
THE VANISHING REGIONAL TIER OF GOVERNMENT 
Many members will have been affected by the beginning of the removal of regional ‘quangos’ such as Regional Development Agencies, Business Link, and Government Offices.  
Prof David Bailey, Rob Weaver and Michael Byrne have covered this issue in their ‘blogs’ and it is interesting that they do not agree on some points. 
The very existence of an economic development ‘profession’ is at stake over the next four years.  Now is a good time for members to make their views known to policy makers and there are many avenues for this. 
Much depends on the role of the private sector as public spending is reduced over the next five years. 
FUTURE EVENTS/DEBATE  

Future branch events will be organised when there is the opportunity and the membership support. The last event was most encouraging, but all members have demands on their time. 

I am happy to ensure that this newsletter communicates any issue or news item members would like colleagues in the Midlands branch to know.   

I have created a blog specifically aimed at branch members, and I am pleased to say it has attracted over 1,500 visitors in the last 18 months.  Please use this forum for debate. 
MICHAEL BYRNE
IED MIDLANDS BRANCH CHAIRMAN        
Mj_byrne@btinternet.com 

www.MichaelByrne.blog.co.uk  
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